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This is one of the fifteen original 1lift

locks designed by William Gooding for
the I&M Canal.

The Illinois and Michigan Canal was

designated a National Heritage Corridor

in 1984. The following year HABS/HAER
embarked on an extensive inventory and
documentation project of the 100 mile-
long corridor. Field work for this
project was concluded in 1988. Final
editing of the documentation was
completed in 1992.

David Kelliher and Timothy Whittaker,
1986.
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In consultation with the renowned engineer Benjamin Wright,
William Gooding, the chief engineer of the I & M Canal, designed
the I & M canal 1lift locks in 1837. Gooding chose a standard
design for fifteen, deep-cut 1ift locks, each with a width of 18!
and a length of 110'. The original timber lock gates had miter
sills, hand-operated pivoting valves that permitted water into
the lock chamber, and manually operated balance beams. The locks
needed to overcome a change in elevation of 160 feet over a
distance of ninety-eight miles.

Lift Lock No. 10 is located in Marseilles, Illinois, a few
hundred feet west of Lift Lock No. 9. Both locks have a lift of
8.33 feet. Lock No. 10 was originally constructed in 1845-48 of
sandstone, but was partially rebuilt in timber about 1865. 1In
1877-78 the walls were reconstructed with ashlar limestone. The
lock remained in operation until 1933. Four years later, the lock
was rebuilt in concrete by the Civilian Conservation Corps. The
wooden gates have been removed.
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